Chapter| - Introduction

Growth History

Santa Paula has had a long history of slow, but steady, growth. The community has never
experienced the unchecked urban growth that is so characteristic of most of Southern
California. It is possible to see the results of this slow expansion in the diversity of building
styles and the mix of land uses found throughout the city. The reason for this slow growth
is that Santa Paulans have made their livings from the land; from agriculture and from oil.
These industries did not experience the large postwar expansion that propelled Southern
California growth elsewhere.

Santa Paula has always recognized its dependence on agriculture and the need to protect
that agriculture. The Santa Paula - Ventura green belt was adopted in 1967, thirty-two
years ago. In 1978, Santa Paula adopted a General Plan that put the brakes on outward
growth. The sphere of influence was retracted and infilling became the dominant means of
growth. Population densities increased to the point that they are now the highest in the
county. Nearly all of the vacant land within the city has developed. There is now a
shortage of buildable land. The few vacant parcels that remain are mostly held by owners
who choose not to sell or develop.

Santa Paula’s historic growth pattern has been predominantly westward. The hills to the
north, Santa Paula Creek to the east and the Santa Clara River to the south have all made
westward growth the easiest and most cost-effective. Unfortunately, the best agricultural
land also lies to the west. The new General Plan recognizes this problem and is
attempting to redirect growth onto less productive lands into the canyons.

1998 General Plan

Santa Paula adopted a new General Plan last year after several years of study and
community involvement. The plan recognizes a need for room to grow and it directs that
growth toward the least productive agricultural land.

The planning process examined all contiguous growth possibilities around the city. These
included lands on the valley floor to the east and west of town and across the Santa Clara
River on the lower slopes of South Mountain. To the north, Adams Canyon, Fagan
Canyon and Santa Paula Canyon were examined. (See map)
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